Lord, teach us to pray
Luke 11:1 tells us that one day, after Jesus finished praying, one of his disciples asked him to teach them to pray. Will you make the same request today?
The disciples were already familiar with prayer and you may be, too. Attendance at religious services, family customs,  knowledge of prayer-filled Scriptures, and having friends who pray all influence perception of how to pray. Jesus’ disciples had witnessed the powerful effect of Jesus’ prayers as he healed the sick, provided for the needy, and proclaimed the kingdom of God. They knew Jesus prayed with authority and not for show as the synagogue leaders did.
What did the disciples really want? Did they aspire to do what Jesus did? Were they seeking to change lives, their own included? Did they sense the inadequacy of rote prayers and hunger for more? The reasons don’t matter. Anyone can say “Lord, teach me to pray.” Jesus responded by teaching them what we know as The Lord’s Prayer.
“This, then, is how you should pray: “‘Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one.” Matthew 6:9-13
Is the Holy Spirit prompting you to take the next step on your prayer journey? You could
· Pray The Lord’s Prayer each day
· Praise God for who he is and what he has done in your life
· Pray, reflect, and seek God during the US Brethren In Christ’s annual week of prayer and fasting.
The theme for this year and next year is Identity In Action: Practicing The Core Values Of The BIC.
This year’s prayer guide is available at https://bicus.org/resources/prayer/week-prayer-fasting/.
Learn to pray by praying.

